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special importance. The ancient fame of Ajmer, and its present
position as a centre of British administration in Rajputana,
need no higher testimony than the fact that this city was
specially selected for a visit by Her Majesty the Queen-Empress
in 1911, and again last year by His Royal Highness the Prince
of Wales. I am glad to learn that you maintain in this city a
firm tradition of loyalty in full measure. I am confident with
you that by mutual co-operation and by peaceful and steady
progress India will attain the goal of responsible Government
within the Empire, to which we all look forward.

You have taken me into your confidence regarding your
local problems and difficulties. I have heard with regret of
your serious situation as regards water supply, and your needs
for improved conservancy. Most Local Governments and
local bodies at the present time are suffering like you from the
rise in the cost of materials and establishments since the War.
We have reason to hope that these economic difficulties are
disappearing and that slowly, but surely, the future is giving
better promise. I learn that you contemplate the imposition
of additional taxation to meet your responsibilities for public
necessities and amenities, and though I cannot, of course, at
this stage say anything as regards the decision my Government
may arrive at on consideration of my proposals, I can promise
that your request for a loan to improve the water supply will
receive careful and earnest examination, more particularly if
you can show that you are utilizing to the full all possible
resources of local revenue. I accept with great pleasure your
invitation to lay the foundation stone of the Victoria Hospital
on the new site.

Reply to the " Mayo College Address " on the
same occasion, 26th January 1923

Your Highnesses, Mr. Leslie Jones, boys of the Mayo College,
ladies and gentlemen : I thank you for the kind welcome extended
to Her Excellency and myself, and assure you that it is a great
pleasure to us to visit the Mayo College. In his address
the Principal has outlined the original objects for which the
College was founded and the more extended aims of its later
development.

Rajputana and many Indian States beyond its boundaries owe
a very great debt of gratitude to the generosity of the Ruling
Princes and others who contributed towards the foundation